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The Liberating Light of the Gospel  
An Easter Devotional  

Rev. Dr. Mark Raeburn Johnston  
 

Early one Sunday morning some two thousand years ago, following the Passover of the Jews, 
Jesus of Nazareth was physically, bodily raised from the dead!     
    
According to the Gospels, the first witnesses among His followers were a few women who 
dared to honor His Name.   His other disciples were hiding from the religious authorities that 
had arrested and crucified Jesus a couple days before.     
                                                                    
Each of these men had pledged to ‘follow the Lord,’ even unto death if need be, but each had 
failed and fled before the soldiers who arrested their Master that fateful Passover night.                            
                                                                             
Hiding out in an undisclosed location in Jerusalem, these disciples had locked the doors for 
fear of being discovered, arrested and possibly executed.          
 
In some sense of the word, fear had ‘quarantined’ these disciples.         
                                                                                                                                                    
However, while they tried to lock the world out, they themselves were the ones jailed by their 
own fears, their worries and their guilt.                                         
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These disciples were ashamed of their own cowardice in the face of that evil persecution 
that always opposes God’s righteousness.                                                
                           
One wonders:                                                                                             
           
 Did the disciples speak kindly to one another in the tortured hours of their self-
confinement?            
            
 Did they forgive each other for their shameful abandonment of the One who had 
opened blind eyes, fed thousands with but a few loaves of bread, and even raised the 
dead?             
           
 Could they look at each other without the guilt that such betrayal brings,  especially 
since they were chosen by the Master to be His disciples?                    
                                                             
We can be assured that even as Peter wept with the realization of his three denials, when 
the rooster crowed at the exact moment he said, “I don’t know the Man!” that he, like each 
of these other men, could not forgive himself.       
                                                    
Ancient Christian mystics used to speak of the ‘dark night of the soul’ as a reference of the 
kind of doubting, torment and struggle that these failed disciples experienced.                       
 
How often do we ourselves struggle with a sense of spiritual failure, of unbelief in the love 
and sovereign care of God?                                                                                          
                      
Who among us has not encountered something that paralyzed us with fear, or had an ex-
perience that tossed us into irrational panic, doubt and distress? Have we not all betrayed 
the Lord because of our lack of faith?                                                                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                
We worry about our health. We worry about our money. We worry about our home.  
 
We worry.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
With such worry we plant the seeds of betrayal. Doubt entertained finally causes despair 
to flourish, and with despair there comes an abandonment of hope. Too  often we run to 
the darkness of some ‘locked room’ to hide from the consequences of our failure. 
 
How many of us are imprisoned by a dependence on alcohol, drugs or something else 
due to some painful life experience? How many of us have hungered for acceptance but 
instead, experienced rejection?                    
                                 
Who amongst us has abandoned their faith thinking that they are unlovable, even by God? 
 
When we cloister ourselves behind ‘locked doors’ due to our worries, fears and doubts, we 
become like those first disciples who professed faith in Christ, yet denied His promises 
and power.  
 
The great Apostle to the Gentiles understood this when he wrote;      
            
 “Can anything ever separate us from Christ's love? Does it mean he no longer 
loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in 
danger, or threatened with death?” (Romans 8:35)     
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The answer is obvious. God loves us and cares for us.   
                                       
Paul continued in his letter to the Romans;        
            
 “No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved 
us. And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God's love. Neither death 
nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomor-
row -- not even the powers of hell can separate us from God's love. No power in the sky 
above or in the earth below -- indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us 
from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans. 8:37-39)  
 
If the Gospel record of Jesus physical Resurrection had ended with only the witness of the 
women, we would not have Christianity today.  
 
It was the witness of Christ Himself that broke through the self-imposed imprisonment of 
the disciples. 
         
With the bodily entrance of Jesus into that ‘locked room’ the fears, worries, and most im-
portantly, the guilt, of those men were instantly relieved.  
 
Their Master had prophesied their betrayal. The Lord had understood from the beginning 
the frailty of the human heart. Jesus came to save sinners, such as those who were hiding 
in that darkened room. 
 
 He is still finding those who are in-hiding today!  
 
Because the Lord Jesus Christ is alive, we have the authority to leave the locked rooms of 
our self-imposed captivity and enter into the light of eternal life and Salvation!  
 
Easter Morning is about such an exit from darkness and an entrance into light!  
 
This Easter Sunday, let’s thank the Lord for His glorious salvation. Let’s step away from the 
darkness that locks us up and enter into the liberating light of the Gospel. Then, let’s tell 
others that Jesus is alive!’  
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Dear Church Family, 

We were thrilled to receive notice of an award from SC ABC Quality.  Our center was recog-
nized for providing outstanding service and educational opportunities for the young children in 
our care over the last 5 years.  A monetary prize will be sent to our center for use to purchase 
items needed to continue providing quality care and best practices for our children.   

I would like to commend each staff member for this achievement.  We have a strong and won-
derful team of individuals that work hard each day to provide the best for our children. 

Read Across America Day, also known as Dr Seuss Day, is a yearly observance in the USA 
inaugurated by the NEA (National Education Association). It is held on the school day that is 
nearest to 2 March, Dr Seuss birthday. Theodor Seuss Geisel was an American artist, book 
publisher, animator, poet, a political cartoonist as well as an author. He is best known for au-
thoring over 60 children’s books.   

We spent the first week of March celebrating!  Many books were read.  The children were able 
to do activities related to the books shared.  A highlight of the week was storytime with some 
very special storytellers.  We loved having Pam Covington, Betty Ann Souther, and Fran Lewis 
come in and read stories.  Miss Nicole from the library also came with the Bookmobile, read 
stories, and provided fun activities for each of us. This special week was extremely fun, and 
educational.  We will continue to promote literacy and language through activities such as 
these throughout the year. 

Blessings, Debbie 
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Dear FUMC Family; 

During this time of being absent from our sanctuary, 
many of us are wondering when this difficult time 
will end. The variables that will determine our ability 
to safely resume worship as a gathered 
congregation are being closely monitored. We will 
update you this coming week concerning any 
developments that occur. 

One of the more important concerns we presently 
have regards our financial capability to pay salaries, 
utilities and other expenses. 

Because we are dependent on your faithful 
giving, we need you to continue to financially 
support our church through your giving, tithes and 
offerings. This will be especially critical should we 
not be able to congregate for Sunday services over 
the next few weeks.  

Please mail your tithes to: 

FUMC, PO Box 456 
Bennettsville, SC 29512 
You can also come by the church office and drop off 
any regular gifts that you would normally present 
during a Sunday service. Call the church at 843-
479-3231 before coming to ensure that someone 
will be there to properly collect any monies you 
might give. 

Finally, let’s keep in prayer! The Lord is still 
sovereign over every issue we are facing! 

CHURCH STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Mark Johnston ............................................. Pastor 
Rev. Margaret Vance .................................... Music Director 
Debbie Polston .... Director of Early Childhood Development 
Wanda Weaver .................... Administrative Office Manager 
Linda Adams  ........................................................ Treasurer 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Pastor Email ........................ markjohnstonfumc@gmail.com 
Pastor Cell ..................................................... 843-456-3358 

 
Office Telephone ............................................ 843.479.3231 
Office FAX ...................................................... 843.479.6030 
Early Childhood Telephone ............................ 843.479.8731 
Church Website ............................... .fumcbennettsville.com 
Office Email ........................ wandaweaverfumc@gmail.com 
 Pastor Address .......................................1105 Salem Road 
Bennettsville, SC 29512 
Rev. Margaret Vance……………………………843-861-3283 
Email……………………………Vance3506@roadrunner.com 

A LOOK AT OUR FAITHFULNESS 
Our Presence (03/01/2020) 
Sunday School ...........................................................  
Worship Service ........................................................  
By Our Gifts Received ............................ $10,815.64 
Building Fund............................................... $150.00 
Our Presence (03/08/2020) 
Sunday School ....................................................... 29 
Worship Service .................................................... 78 
By Our Gifts Received .............................. $6,145.00 
Building Fund................................................. $75.00 
Our Presence (03/15/2020) 
Sunday School ...........................................................  
Worship Service ........................................................  
By Our Gifts Received .............................. $6,361.25 
Building Fund................................................. $25.00 
Our Presence (03/22/2020) No Worship Service 
Sunday School ...........................................................  
Worship Service ........................................................  
By Our Gifts Received .............................. $1,844.22 
Building Fund................................................. $25.00 
Our Presence (03/29/2020) No Worship Service 
Sunday School ...........................................................  
Worship Service ........................................................  
By Our Gifts Received .............................. $5,668.00 
Building Fund................................................. $60.00 

May 10, 2020 



  
 
 

Haas Buddies, Jane Anne Feldner, Family of 
Beverly Hodges, Lib Thompson, Gray Bostick, 

Betty Newton, Kim Shultz, Ed Cottingham, Bill 
and Peggy Kinney, Emily Kelly, Wanda Stanton, 

Pastor’s Family, Jean Quick, Mary Bullard, 
Carolyn Odom, Consulla Hamilton, Stuart Vance, 

Curtis Jones, Keith Lackey, Family of Lib 
Thompson 
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        WE ARE ON THE WEB!!! 

Keep up with FUMC news and 
events by stopping by the 

Church’s website:  

fumcbennettsville.com.           

Or check us out on Facebook: 

     First United Methodist 
Church-Bennettsville 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
1 Kelly Edwards 
 Newt Hinson 
3  Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Fowler 
6  Sue Skipper 
7  Keyshawn McCall 
13  Jennifer Jacobs 
15  Frank Shutt 
16  Amy Thomas 
17  Mr. & Mrs. Phil Thomas 
18  Mr. & Mrs. Trey Edwards 
19  Brandi Johnson 
 Joye Breeden 
25  Terri O’Tuel 
 Dr. & Mrs. John Nobles 
26  Ruth Lawson Fowler 
30  Christi Meggs 
 Earl Daniel 

Anniversaries are indicated in italics 

 

 

 

 

Aubrey Laney (1) 
Jay Laney (1) 

Lib Thompson (21) 
Beverly Hodges (19) 

Bea Matthews (6) 
Ting English (12) 

Christine Johnston (2) 
Gail Breeden Moore (1) 

Ann Moody (3) 
Jennie Lee and David Fowler (1) 

Barbara Roberts (1) 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8 

1) Death is not the final answer-we are given an opportunity by the living God to be 
‘born again’ through the power and grace of the Holy Spirit. As the old Church used to 
say; “We are either born twice or we will die twice.” This statement refers to the promise 
of spiritual rebirth and eternal life, or the rejection of Christ and the everlasting con-
demnation which leads to the second death (Revelation 21:8) 

2) The Resurrection of Jesus Christ provides us with the evidence of a loving God who 
has purposed an eternal plan for any who believe in Him. History has meaning. You and 
I have real significance in life when we know the Lord as Savior! 

3) The Resurrection of Jesus is the certification that evil has been overcome and that a 
day is soon coming when there will be no more evil of any kind! Think of it, no more 
tears, no more disease, no more death! 

4) The Resurrection of Jesus has united us with the saints who preceded us and 
those who will follow us in eternity to come. We will forever enjoy the company of our 
loved ones because of God’s goodness and grace! 

These are just four of the benefits that we possess because of this wonderful truth.  

God has come into our world and taken upon Himself our sin and death. He has over-
come all of this through His physical, bodily Resurrection, and He now sends the Holy 
Spirit to any who repent of sin and call upon His Name! 

While, this year, we will not gather together as a Congregation in our beautiful sanctu-
ary due to the pandemic sweeping the world, we can worship together in the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Paul wrote something similar to the Colossian Church: 

 

“For though I am absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and beholding 
your order, and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.” 

 (Colossians 2:5) 
 

As we celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus, I encourage each of you to take the time to 
“bow the knee” in thanksgiving and praise for all the Lord has done for you and your 
family.  

In so doing, we can enjoy Easter as it was meant to be enjoyed! 

 



Open hearts. 
     Open minds. 
          Open doors. 

The Messenger 

We’re on the  Web!!! 

bennettsvillefumc.com 

First United Methodist Church 
311 East Main St. 

P O Box 456 
Bennettsville SC 29512 

 

Return Service Requested 

From the Pastor’s Desk  
A Letter of Faith 

Rev. Dr. Mark Raeburn Johnston 
 
This April 12th we will celebrate our Lord’s victory over sin and death!  

This may be the only time in the history of FUMC where the sanctuary has not 
been filled for worship on an Easter morning. However, we can ensure that our 
hearts our filled with the recognition and gratitude of Jesus’ Death and Resur-
rection and sing with the angels; “He is Risen!”  

We can unite in the Holy Spirit with praise and thanksgiving. Together in 
Spirit, we can worship God with Scripture readings, hymns and meditation. 

That this is our privilege is due only to the fact of the Resurrection in human 
history. 

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the single most important event in the re-
cord of humanity. It is important for the following reasons: 

Continued on Page 7 


