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As you have recently been informed Bishop 
Holston has asked that our congregations do 
not reconvene for in-person worship services 
until sometime after Mother’s Day. As you 
also know our conference has desig-
nated Mother’s Day (May 10th) as a special 
missions day with an offering 
for Epworth Children’s Home. This offering 
is traditionally the largest single offer-
ing Epworth receives each year and is a ma-
jor portion of our congregational support. 
  
Epworth is not an apportioned item and the 
loss of funding from not being able to take 
a Mother’s Day offering would leave a huge 
hole in their ministry funding.  Therefore 
FUMC will take the Epworth offering on  
Father’s Day, June 21st. 
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1    Tim Seales 
      May Hamilton 
2 Linda Adams 
      Ellie Fowler 
5 Mr. and Mrs. Michael Jones 
6 Berkeley Jacobs 
8 Erin Nobles 
10 Jamie Lee 
12 Matthew Bullard 
13 Amy Usher 
14 Mr. and Mrs. Scott Johnson 
15 Jeannie Jones 
17 Brooke Hamrick 
      Mr. and Mrs. Bill Jennings 
18 Brandon Belcher 
21 Karissa King 
      Trey Edwards 
22 Regan Hodges 
25  Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Usher 
27 Peggy Kinney 
      Edgar Jacobs 
29 Caitlyn Nobles 
      Julia Johnston  
30 Mollie Moon 
  
       Anniversaries are in bold and italics.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

Bishop Holston: Suspend all in-person  

gatherings through May 20 

Bishop L. Jonathan Holston, resident 
bishop of the South Carolina Conference 
of The United Methodist Church, re-
leased this statement regarding the lat-
est guidance in response to the coronavi-
rus pandemic in our state: 

South Carolina United Methodists continue 
to fulfill our mission of making disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world in remark-
able and groundbreaking ways in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
You are maintaining and spreading hope in spite of unprece-
dented restrictions on established ways of doing ministry. 
You are standing steadfast in spite of this extended period of 
isolation we are all living through. 
You are creatively staying connected with your communities, 
even as we continue to observe social distancing and other 
safety advice from health experts. 
In consultation with The Cabinet, and in compliance with the 
most recent information shared by public health officials, I 
am strongly recommending that leaders of each local church 
continue to suspend in-person worship services – and all 
gatherings, meetings and events – through May 20, 
2020. Conference leaders will continue monitoring develop-
ments in the pandemic, and we will share our recommenda-
tions about events planned beyond May 20 in the coming 
weeks. 

My friends, we serve a loving God whose word is a light that 
brightens our path even when it is difficult for us to see. The 
time will come when we will be together again physically. To-
gether in worship. Together in service. Together in fellowship. 
We will pass the peace again. We will stand shoulder-to-
shoulder again, praising our Savior in word and song. 
In the meantime, I know that you will remain persistent in 
finding ways to be in community with your sisters and broth-
ers in Christ. Our regularly updated collection of resources to 
help local churches through this unprecedented time can be 
found at umcsc.org/coronavirus. 

And please meet me each morning – 
on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and at umcsc.org – as we 
continue to pray for those affected by the coronavirus, for 
those experiencing stress and anxiety and financial uncer-
tainty, for medical professionals treating and caring for pa-
tients, and for those working to ensure a healthier future for 
all of us.  Grace and peace,   

L. Jonathan Holston 
Resident Bishop 
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The decision to open the center will be made when the church officially reopens. I know 
that schools are closed for the remainder of the year, but we will coordinate with the 
church’s decision concerning a safe time to open. We will get through the next two weeks 
and see how things stand. If at that time things are such that we can open we will. I have 
asked that the staff come in to clean, and discuss how things will be done when the chil-
dren return. Hopefully this will ensure a safe return to our routine. 

The 4K students will not have class through May.  I hope that they will have the summer 
program.  When we do open up, we will make plans to have daycare for those children as 
well. 

I wish that I could give more specific information, but right now things are still not very 
clear. 

I really miss everyone and pray for the health and safety of you all.  We will get through this 
and hopefully it will be soon.  Take care and stay in touch! 

 

Linda Cardenas has compiled the following list of resources for her children to have while away 
from school. I wanted to share this with each of you in case some of our younger children could 
enjoy some of these resources as well.  

•Ms. Nicole will be reading books daily from the Marian Wright Edelman Public Library. My stu-
dents love their time with her and this will hopefully make them feel like they are more at 
school. To get connected you need to go on Facebook to the library and "like" their page so 
that you may "follow" them. Each day it should show up on your timeline- this will be around 
11:00 a.m.  

•Also from the public library- go to their webpage online, scroll down for e books and tumble books, 
click on tumble books icon and it should give you a variety of books for the children.  It will highlight 
words and letter sounds which is something we work on in PreK. 

•Websites for all subjects: Brain Pop, Scholastic Learn at Home, Khan Academy  

•Websites for Math: PBS Math, Bedtime Math websites for Reading: Story Online, Squiggle 
Park and Dreamscape, Play to Learn Storytime  

•Websites for Science: Mystery Doug, National Geographic Kids, Vroom 

•Websites for Writing: Jungle Junior Typing Club 

•PBS.org This is just a small list of the resources available.  
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Hi, everyone! Are you bored yet? I have sorely missed our church services, Mark's 
sermons, and of course, ALL OF THE CHOIRS! 
Watching other people "do church" on the tv is NOT the same as "doing worship" 
live and in person. 
As the hymn "I AM THE CHURCH" states the church is PEOPLE! 
Please know that YOU have been and are missed! 
May GOD bless you during this time and know that I am ready to see you all again!  

BLESSINGS ! 
Margaret 

From your Finance Committee 

We have added another option for giving – On Line 
Giving.  The link to the form can be found on our 
Website – FUMCBennettsville.com.   Look for the 
(DONATE NOW).  You can also access the website 
via our Facebook page (First United Methodist 
Church – Bennettsville).    You can set up your gift 
using a Credit Card, Debit Card, ACH (e-check -
using your routing number) Text to Giving (send text 
to 73256 – Keyword FUMCBennettsville – it is case 
sensitive.  You can also access the giving form 

through an APP – “Abundant Giving – for Churches and Parishes”, select FUMCBen-
nettsville.   We’ll have a more formal roll-out when we can get together.    

BLESSINGS!   

Leslie 
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Dear FUMC Family; 

During this time of being absent from our sanctuary, 
many of us are wondering when this difficult time 
will end. The variables that will determine our ability 
to safely resume worship as a gathered 
congregation are being closely monitored. We will 
update you this coming week concerning any 
developments that occur. 

One of the more important concerns we presently 
have regards our financial capability to pay salaries, 
utilities and other expenses. 

Because we are dependent on your faithful 
giving, we need you to continue to financially 
support our church through your giving, tithes and 
offerings. This will be especially critical should we 
not be able to congregate for Sunday services over 
the next few weeks.  

Please mail your tithes to: 

FUMC, PO Box 456 
Bennettsville, SC 29512 
You can also come by the church office and drop off 
any regular gifts that you would normally present 
during a Sunday service. Call the church at 843-
479-3231 before coming to ensure that someone 
will be there to properly collect any monies you 
might give. 

Finally, let’s keep in prayer! The Lord is still 
sovereign over every issue we are facing! 

CHURCH STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Mark Johnston ............................................. Pastor 
Rev. Margaret Vance .................................... Music Director 
Debbie Polston .... Director of Early Childhood Development 
Wanda Weaver .................... Administrative Office Manager 
Linda Adams  ........................................................ Treasurer 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Pastor Email ........................ markjohnstonfumc@gmail.com 
Pastor Cell ..................................................... 843-456-3358 

 
Office Telephone ............................................ 843.479.3231 
Office FAX ...................................................... 843.479.6030 
Early Childhood Telephone ............................ 843.479.8731 
Church Website ............................... .fumcbennettsville.com 
Office Email ........................ wandaweaverfumc@gmail.com 
 Pastor Address .......................................1105 Salem Road 
Bennettsville, SC 29512 
Rev. Margaret Vance……………………………843-861-3283 
Email……………………………Vance3506@roadrunner.com 

A LOOK AT OUR FAITHFULNESS 
Our Presence (04/05/2020)No Worship Service 
Sunday School ...........................................................  
Worship Service ........................................................  
By Our Gifts Received ............................ $10,339.52 
Building Fund................................................. $25.00 
Our Presence (04/12/2020)No Worship Service 
Sunday School ...........................................................  
Worship Service ........................................................  
By Our Gifts Received .............................. $4,275.00 
Building Fund............................................... $310.00 
Our Presence (04/19/2020)No Worship Service 
Sunday School ...........................................................  
Worship Service ........................................................  
By Our Gifts Received .............................. $2,595.00 
Building Fund................................................. $85.00 
Our Presence (04/26/2020) No Worship Service 
Sunday School ...........................................................  
Worship Service ........................................................  
By Our Gifts Received .............................. $3,463.00 
Building Fund................................................. $60.00 
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        WE ARE ON THE WEB!!! 

Keep up with FUMC news and 
events by stopping by the 

Church’s website:  

fumcbennettsville.com.           

Or check us out on Facebook: 

     First United Methodist 
Church-Bennettsville 

District Superintendent, Rev. Tim Rogers presented a recommendation for the 
appointment of a new pastor.  The S/PPRC met by conference call to consider 
the appointment. 

After prayerful discussion, the S/PPRC accepted the appointment of Rev. Taylor Coates. 

Rev. Coates plans to commute for 2 years to allow her daughter to graduate from High School.  
This would be a benefit to the Church and would give us 2 years to find suitable housing for 
a pastor. 

Rev. Tim Rogers is very enthusiastic about this appointment and feels that Rev. 
Coates is very qualified in her profession and is growing daily.  She is very en-
thusiastic and a hard worker and has full family support. 

The local pastor meets the qualifications set out by the Church and the Finan-
cial discussion set in the 2020 Budget.  The Committee feels her age would 
benefit the children’s program and she has a firm commitment to the elderly. 

She will begin in July. 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEW PASTOR 

Rev. Coates 

Beverly Hodges - 7 

Lib Thompson - 11 

Kathleen “Ting” English - 1 

Ann Moody - 2 

Mr. and Mrs. David Fowler - 1 

Bea Matthews - 1 

Gail B. Moore - 1 

In Honor Of 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Kinney, Jr. 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8 

After three years of intense labor, that image was set free for all the world to view.  Concerning the move of 
the six-ton statue, Michelangelo wrote in his diaries “it took forty men five days to move it. Once in place, the statue 
was a warning...whoever governed Florence should govern justly and defend it bravely…” 

 
 Michelangelo’s message in stone was that those who would presume to lead a people are accountable to 
both God and man.  
 

This ties us into the larger story of David, a study of faith and accountability of a man who was a shepherd 
and king, a son and a father, a husband and friend, a warrior and a worshipper.  

 
According to First Samuel, chapter 13 verse 14, ‘David was a man after God’s own heart’ which means that 

David looked to God for guidance on a daily basis. As a consequence, David’s life was a life purposed by divine de-
sign! The realization of divine purpose occurs within the framework of faith.   
 

To better understand David we must remember the story of his great-grandmother, Ruth, a Moabite woman 
of faith.  Ruth teaches us that accountability to God begins by walking in obedience with the Lord, Who brings us from 
famine to feast, from failure to victory, from alienation to family. 
 

We learn that faith in God shapes our futures with unimagined possibilities. We are liberated from the prisons 
of doubt, low self-esteem and uncertainty when the Sculptor of our destiny is the living God! We walk with the prom-
ise that God can do something wonderful with our lives when we place our trust in Him! 

 
A friend once told me that the wealthiest place in any community is not the bank, not the stock-market, nor 

any other institution, but rather, the local cemetery. 
 
Buried in every graveyard are the marvelous inventions, the wonderful cures and amazing discoveries that 

should have come into the world but were never realized because of a lack of self-confidence and reliance upon the 
Lord. How many of us have ‘buried’ our talents and gifts? Who among us has forgotten the inspired dreams that 
promised so much but never materialized because of some criticism?  

 
 May I suggest that no matter your age, level of education of social standing, “you can do all things through 

Christ who strengthens you” (Philippians chapter 4 verse 13).  
 
In other words, those who actively seek the Lord are better postured to realize the divine purpose of God in 

this life. In this manner, shepherds have become kings.  
 

Because the eye of the Sculptor sees something in each of us, what we might call ‘our potential’ or the ‘what 
could be’ factor, our lives are open ended with incredible possibilities that can honor God while blessing others! 

 
However, this requires that His skilled hands chip away the unnecessary stone that so often traps and hin-

ders our potential. Such processes are always difficult and sometimes painful.  
 
But the polished result becomes a witness to the entire world! 
 
From dust and stone emerges the eternal image of His grace! His Holy Spirit convicts, guides and counsels 

us while transforming our hearts as children of God. 
 

As we search for Scriptural truths about this beloved shepherd king named David, let’s also search our own 
hearts and stand ready for the touch of God, our heavenly Sculptor! Then let’s commit our lives in service to God and 
others! 
 

The most beautiful heart is the heart sculpted by God. 
 

But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same im-
age from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

(Second Corinthians 3:18) 
 
 

 
 

 



Open hearts. 
     Open minds. 
          Open doors. 

The Messenger 

We’re on the  Web!!! 

bennettsvillefumc.com 

First United Methodist Church 
311 East Main St. 

P O Box 456 
Bennettsville SC 29512 

 

Return Service Requested 

From the Pastor’s Desk  
The Heart in Transformation: The Life of David  

Rev. Dr. Mark Raeburn Johnston 
- one - 

A Life Purposed by Divine Design 
 

Later this month we hope to re-open our church for Sunday fellowship. Of course, we will ob-
serve the necessary protocols to ensure the safety, health and well-being of each congregant and those 
guidelines will be published in advance of our first Sunday meeting. 

  
Because we will not have the privilege of worshipping together in our beautiful sanctuary over 

the next few weeks, I am posting a series of devotionals entitled; The Heart in Transformation: The 
Life of David. This series can be read on our Facebook and Web sites and I hope these messages will 
bring some measure of comfort and inspiration to readers.  

 
I am calling the first devotional, A Life Purposed by Divine Design which is meant to reassure 

each of us that the living God knows us and has a wonderful plan for our lives.  
 
When Michelangelo sculpted his magnificent 17 foot, marble statue of David, he claimed that he 

simply chipped away until David emerged from his stony captivity. Michelangelo believed that the image 
of David “had been trapped inside the block of marble.”  
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