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Lesson Three: Chapter 1:9-16 

A.  In verse 9 we read of the ___________ of Jesus Christ. The ending of Mark’s  

Gospel seems to point to the doctrine of the Ascension (Mark 16:19) as well.  In Luke 

24:49-53 we read of the Ascension with more detail than what we find in Acts 1:9.  

Jesus ascended from a place near the village of Bethany.  As he ascended, he blessed 

his disciples and was carried into heaven.  Luke is the only writer to describe the 

ascension of Jesus Christ.  It is interesting to note that the Ascension of Jesus is the 

physical entrance of his resurrected body into the spiritual realm of God.  It would be a 

short time before the Kingdom of God would be sent from heaven into the physical 

realm of flesh and blood to dwell within believers through the abiding presence of God 

the Spirit (Romans 14:17).  Christ Jesus entered heaven in order to permit heaven’s 

entrance into us (Hebrews 4:14-15).  We are now found in Jesus Christ at the “right 

hand of God the Father” and simultaneously Christ is found in us through the miracle of 

Salvation! (John 14:17-23).  It is worthwhile to study the use of “clouds” in relationship to 

God throughout the Scriptures.  On numerous occasions we find the presence of God in 

the cloud (Exodus 19:16, Ezekiel 10:4, Matthew 24:30, I Thessalonians 4:17, Revelation 

1:7, 11:12 etc). 

B.  The Ascension of Jesus into heaven left the eleven disciples gazing into the 

sky.  Similar to the narrative describing the Resurrection (Jn 20:12) we read of 

___________ men who were dressed in ___________ apparel (Cf. Revelation 3:4).  

These “men” were angels (Genesis 18:1-2 & 19:1 interchanges the terms “men” and 

“angels” to describe the same persons).  These angels instruct the Apostles concerning 

the Return of Christ (sometimes called the Second Coming or the Parousia).  Jesus 

shall return in the same manner in which he left, in “the clouds of glory.”  This is the 
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great hope of the Church and we are commanded to comfort one another with this hope 

(I Thessalonians 4:15-18). The disciples are called “men of Galilee” because that was 

the region they originated from.  Galileans were distinguished by their accent and 

speech (Luke 22:59 & Mark 14:70).  Soon, these uneducated fishermen from the 

backwater region of Galilee would turn the world upside down with the most profound 

truth ever known to humanity.                    

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

         

     Ascension: from the Latin: ad, to; scandere, to climb 
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Bible Excursion -Did Jesus Ascend Twice Into Heaven? 

This question is predicated on the Scripture evidence that suggests that 

Jesus ascended into heaven immediately after his physical resurrection from the 

dead.  The primary Scripture passage suggesting that Jesus ascended into 

heaven immediately following his Resurrection is John 20:17 which reads: 

Jesus saith unto her, “Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but 

go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; 

and to my God, and your God.” 

 

That Jesus shed his blood as atonement for humanity’s sin on the Cross 

and then applied that blood to the Mercy Seat of God is supported by Hebrews 

9:23-25 which identifies the Priestly role of Jesus, who entered into heavenly 

places to make the blood atonement for our sins and the Levitical ministry of the 

Old Testament. The question is, “When did this happen?” Additional Scripture 

indicates that something occurred in the realm of heaven, hell and earth due to 

the Atonement (cf. Ephesians 4:8-10 and Matthew 27:53). The Emptying of 

Paradise (Abraham’s Bosom) provides another argument for a double entrance 

into Heaven by the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Ascension of Acts 1:9 seems to have occurred after the initial entrance 

of Jesus into the Heavenly court and suggests the possibility of a first 

ascension that was tied into the whole cosmic order as Christ defeated the 

powers of Hell, healed the brokenness of the world, and united the realm of 

Heaven with that of humanity through his death, burial and resurrection 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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C. The return of the Apostles to Jerusalem to an “upper room” is recorded in 

verses 12-14.  The place of the Ascension was near Bethany, a ___________ day’s 

journey.1  This interesting phrase refers to the legal distance a devout Jew might travel 

on the Sabbath.  This was one of the traditions strictly held by the Pharisees 

surrounding the sanctity of the Sabbath.  This is the only place in the Bible where this 

exact phrase is used. 

D. The point of departure is the Mount of ___________ also called Olivet (vs. 

12).  It is interesting to note that our Lord’s Passion began on this holy mount and his 

victory is now fully realized here.  Verse 13 introduces us to the principle disciples we 

now call the Apostles. The Apostles are “Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, 

Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and 

Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James.”  These men comprise the eleven 

chosen disciples of the original twelve (cf. Luke 6:13-16). They resided in an “upper 

room” and there seems to be an indication that this was the same upper room where 

Jesus had spent his last evening before his crucifixion and where the disciples had 

hidden until the Lord’s appearance (Mark 14:14-16, Luke 22:12, John 20:19 & 26).   

The upper room is open to  

all Christian denominations 

but without being able to 

 celebrate the Eucharist there 

 until it becomes a Church  

again. 

                                                 
1
 Sabbath day's journey supposed to be a distance of 2,000 cubits, or less than half-a-mile, the distance to 

which, according to Jewish tradition, it was allowable to travel on the Sabbath day without violating the law (Acts 

1:12 ) comp. (Exodus 16:29 Numbers 35:5 Joshua 3:4). Easton’s Dictionary 
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While we do not have a name for name list of Jesus brothers and sisters here, 

we can find such a list in Matthew 13:55-56. In the following verse we find Mary, the 

mother of our Savior is residing with them, as are the brethren of our Lord;  

Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother called Mary? and his brethren, 

James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas? And his sisters, are they not all with 

us? Whence then hath this man all these things?  

 

The brethren of our Lord included his brothers and sisters through his mother, 

Mary, and his surrogate father, Joseph.  Our New Testament Books of James and Jude 

are thought to have been written by the brothers of Jesus with those names. 

E. These all continued with ___________ accord in ___________ and 

supplication.  The unity of these brethren was evidenced in their commitment to and 

unity of prayer.  It is significant that mention of this unity includes the “women” as 

traditional prayer was often segregated.  The Blood of Jesus breaks down every barrier 

(Galatians 3:28)! 

F. Verse 15 tells us that were about 120 disciples “in those days” and that Peter 

stood up in their midst to address the concern of the “empty bishopric” vacated by the 

twelfth disciple ___________ (vs. 16).  The betrayal of Jesus Christ was foretold in 

Scripture and Judas Iscariot fulfilled the terrible prophecy.  Peter points to Psalms 

69:25, 109:8 and 49:9 as a prophetic consequence of the betrayal.2  The money Judas 

                                                 
2
 Mat 27:9 - By Jeremiah the prophet This quotation comes mainly from Zechariah 11:13 though not in exact 

language. In Jeremiah 18:18 the prophet tells of a visit to a potter's house and in Jeremiha 32:6ff. of the purchase of 

a field. It is in Zechariah that the thirty pieces of silver are mentioned. Many theories are offered for the combination 

of Zechariah and Jeremiah and attributing it all to Jeremiah as in Mark 1:2f. the quotation from Isaiah and Malachi is 

referred wholly to Isaiah as the more prominent of the two. Matthew has here (27:10) "the field of the potter" for 
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received for betraying God the Son was recovered and used to buy a potter’s field, a 

place where strangers were buried. This field was named Aceldama, the Field of 

Blood.3 The death of Judas is detailed here and it appears that he must have hung 

himself and remained undiscovered for some length of time, until his body bloated.  The 

rope probably broke due to the weight of the corpse and the miserable end of this man 

finally occurred. The horrible consequence of Judas betrayal ended in the graphic death 

described here (cf. Matthew 27:4-10 for a somewhat different account). 

G. The election of another person to the empty bishopric of Judas Iscariot was 

made by Peter, however Verses 21 and 22 tell us what was needed to qualify as a 

candidate for the vacant office. The candidate must  

 “have companied with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out 
among us, beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was 
taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us 
of his resurrection.” 

 

Apparently, only two persons fit these criteria.  The first was 

Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed___________, and 

Matthias.  The disciples prayed before casting lots.  Their prayer is 

interesting because they mention Judas and their conviction that he 

 

 

                                                 
"the potter the house of the Lord" in Zechariah 11:13. That makes it more parallel with the language of Matthew 

27:7. (Robertson-WP) 

 
3
 Act 1:19 – Akeldama-This Aramaic word Peter explains as "the field of blood." Two traditions are preserved: 

one in Matthew 27:7 which explains that the priests purchased this potter's field with the money which Judas flung 

down as the price of the blood of Jesus. The other in Acts describes it as the field of blood because Judas poured out 

his blood there. "The ill-omened name could be used with a double emphasis- Cf. Robertson-WP. 
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 had ___________ to “his own place”4 which most probably meant that Judas had 

perished in Hell.  

H. The Lord is called “the One who knoweth the heart”,5 a name coined by these 

early believers, and He is invoked to choose between the two candidates (cf. Jeremiah 

20:12, John 2:25, Acts 15:8). 

We are not told who cast lots, but we may surmise that only the original eleven 

had that responsibility as they were electing one who would be “numbered” with them 

as Apostles.  Casting lots6 was found in the Old Testament in Leviticus 16:9-10 (for the 

selection of the scapegoat), in Joshua 16:1 (for territory), I Chronicles 26:14 (for the 

gate keepers) and in Jonah 1:7 as terrified sailors sought to determine who in their 

shipboard crew had brought about the wrath of God upon them (of course, it was 

Jonah). 

The lots fell on ___________ who becomes the twelfth Apostle.  Because of the 

lack of historical importance attributed to Matthias by the ancient Church,7 many have 

thought that God’s selection of the twelfth Apostle was Paul.  Indeed, Paul would seem 

more appropriate as God’s choice in the future history of the Christian movement.  

                                                 
4
 Act 1:25 - To his own place-A bold and picturesque description of the destiny of Judas worthy of Dante's 

Inferno. There is no doubt in Peter's mind of the destiny of Judas nor of his own guilt. He made ready his own berth 

and went to it. 
 
5 kardiognostes  {kar-dee-og-noce'-tace}  •  knower of the hearts   

 
6
 Act 1:26 - He was numbered - To the Jews the lot did not suggest gambling, but "the O.T. method of learning 

the will of Jehovah" The two nominations made a decision necessary and they appealed to God in this way. The 

ancients used pebbles in voting, black for condemning, white (Revelation 2:17) in acquitting. Here it is used in much 

the same sense in verse 17. (Robertson-WP) 

 
7 Uncertain traditions report that Matthias preached the Gospel in Palestine, Cappadocia or Ethiopia; in art he is 

represented with a cross and a halberd (double-ended spear), the instruments of his death as a martyr; May 14 

(Roman Rite) Aug. 9 (Byzantine Rite). 
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After this election of Matthias, we do not see the saints using “lots” to determine the will 

of God ever again.  It is most probable that with the “Baptism of the Holy Spirit” that 

would shortly follow this election, the brethren would not need such outward guidance 

because God’s indwelling Presence would lead and guide accordingly (cf. John 16:13). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stained glass of St. Matthias is depicted here holding a lance 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Monrovia, CA 
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A Greek Word Study on the “lot” 

“That he may take part…” Lit., to take the lot. 

 

The “lot” is cast to decide a choice, as in verse 26. Here it means a “portion” (NASB) 
received by divine appointment. It was originally the lot that was cast, and then what 
was received as a result. That is why the word lot is used today for a field, because the 
land was originally assigned on the basis of casting lots (cf. Joshua 18:10-11; 19:1, 10, 
Judges 1:3)-Ralph Earle, Word Meanings in the New Testament, pg. 98 

 
-an object used in casting or drawing lots, consisted of bits, or small tablets, of wood or 
stone; these were sometimes inscribed with the names of persons and put into a 
receptacle or a garment (“a lap” Proverbs 16:33) from which they were cast after being 
shaken together; he whose “lot” first fell out was the one chosen. The method was 
employed in a variety of circumstances, e.g., of dividing or assigning property-Matthew 
27:35, Mark 15:24, Luke 23:34, John 19:24 (cf. Numbers 26:55); of appointing to office 
(Acts 1:26 (cf. 1 Samuel 10:20); for other occurrences in the OT see Joshua 7:14 (the 
earliest instance in Scripture); Leviticus 16:7-10, Esther 3:7, 9:24; (b) “what is obtained 
by lot, an allotted portion” e.g. of the ministry allotted to the apostles, Acts 1:17, RV, 
“portion” marg-“lot” (KJV “part”); in some manuscripts, vs. 25, KJV, “part” (the RV 
follows those which have “place”); Acts 8:21; it is also used like “an inheritance” in Acts 
26:18, of what God in grace has assigned to the sanctified; so Colossians 1:12; in I 
Peter 5:3 it is used of those the spiritual care of, and charge over, whom is assigned to 
elders, RV, “the charge allotted to you” (plural, lit. “the charges”), KJV “(God’s) 
heritage.” From kleros the word clergy is derived (a transposition in the application of 
the term). W.E. Vine Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testaments Words 

 

 

             
             
             
              

 

 

 


