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Lesson One: Introduction 
 

The Book of Acts comprises the earliest history of the Christian Church. Because 

we possess the Book of Acts, we know how the Christian movement began following 

the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
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This wonderful account was compiled by Saint Luke who also wrote the Gospel 

of Luke.  This was the second volume concerning “all that Jesus began both to do and 

teach…” (1:1). The Book of Acts is addressed to Theophilus who is also the recipient of 

the Gospel of Luke (Lk 1:3).  Because Acts follows the four Gospels it is sometimes 

referred to as the ‘fifth’ Gospel. The nature of this book is that it serves as a continuation 

of the work and words of Jesus the Messiah, especially pronounced through the Person 

of the Holy Spirit and the Church. The Book of Acts is the great door which leads us 

directly from the ministry of Jesus Christ on earth (the Gospels) to the ministry of Christ 

Jesus from heaven.  Our Lord’s ministry is executed through the Church which has 

been commissioned to preach the Gospel to all persons on earth, and through the 

activity of the Church, the image of God’s Son can be seen (I Corinthians 13:12-31; 

Ephesians 4:3-16; Colossians 1:18). 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

  St Luke-Greek Icon-14th Century 

 



Dr. Johnston’s Scripture Search in the BOOK OF ACTS                                                   3 
 

In a very true sense, this history is also the “Gospel of the Holy Spirit” as we 

witness the power of God the Spirit working in and through those first disciples (John 

14:15-26; Acts 1:8).  The following chart may help to visualize God’s great work: 

 

              

           

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

                 

The Ministry of Jesus through the Holy Spirit in the Early Church   

   

The Book of Acts has differing titles including Acts, The Acts of the Apostles and 

The Acts of the Holy Apostles.  We might even call this great Book the “Acts of the Holy 

Spirit” as the Third Person of the Trinity is prominent throughout its pages. 

 It is both a record of the activity God the Spirit through the Church in testimony 

of the Son. 

HEAVEN Session of the Son   Commission of the Spirit       Jesus 

 

  Ascension                               Pentecost     Spirit 

 

EARTH  Resurrection      Commission of the Church   Church Empowered 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Jerusalem         to         Rome 

 

 

 

  The Holy City            The World 

 

 

        Peter     Paul 

 

   Acts 1-12            Acts 13-28 
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The Book of Acts is the primary link between the Resurrection of Jesus Christ 

and His Ascension into heaven.  It is also a chronicle of the procession of the Holy Spirit 

from heaven to earth, the birth of the Church (Pentecost) and the proclamation of the 

Kingdom of God. 

 

 

           

           

        

                                                  

    

  

 

Parchment from Egypt with Acts 21:25 in Coptic 

 

The Book of Acts is where we are introduced to the great persecutions of the 

earliest Christian communities, the first martyrdom of the disciples and the traumatic 

conversion of Saul of Tarsus, who would become known as the Apostle Paul.   

Throughout Acts we are privileged to witness the growth of the Jerusalem 

Church, the preaching of Saint Peter, journey with the great Apostle to the Gentiles on 

his three missionary journeys, and behold the wonders of God’s miracles as they are 

performed in purity and faith.   

The record of Acts is the record of salvation bought to the whole of humanity, 

beginning with the Holy City and working outward through Judea, Samaria and the 

surrounding provinces until Rome itself is captured by the Gospel of Christ.  The theme 
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of Acts is found in Acts 1:8, where we hear our Lord’s command and commission to the 

Apostles. 

As we follow the footsteps of these men and women of faith, we witness the 

literal fulfillment of the commission in Acts 1:8.  The event of Pentecost and the 

conversion of thousands begins in Jerusalem, spreads throughout Judea and regions of 

Samaria.   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 Rafael-The Handing-over of the Keys 

                1515-Tempera on paper, mounted on canvas  
                Victoria and Albert Museum, London 

 

Like a fire without any boundaries, the “Good News” is flamed into every known 

corner of the world until Rome is itself ablaze with the message of Jesus Christ!  In 

keeping with the outline of our theme in Acts 1:8, we may divide our study of the Book 

of Acts into three distinct outreaches. These outreaches may be entitled as A) the 

outreach to Jerusalem and Judea, B) the outreach to Samaria and C) the outreach to 

the Gentile nations.  
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Church tradition informs us that Paul was beheaded about AD 65 and that Peter 

was crucified upside down in about AD 66.  We may therefore date this earliest Church 

History before AD 65 because the record of Acts makes no mention of either Peter’s or 

Paul’s martyrdoms.  

  Another factor supporting an early date for the writing of this history is the 

silence regarding the invasion and destruction of Jerusalem which occurred in AD 70 

under the Roman Emperor Titus.  Luke would not have overlooked the deaths of the 

two great Apostles and the ruin of Jerusalem as he wrote this early history. Our 

estimation of the actual composition date of the Book of Acts should be no later than AD 

64. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 CARAVAGGIO-The Crucifixion of Saint Peter 

                1600-Oil on canvas 

                 Cerasi Chapel, Santa Maria del Popolo, Rome 
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That Luke is the author of this marvelous work has been traditionally attested to 

throughout Church history. One of the most telling evidences that Luke wrote Acts is his 

use of medical terminology. According to the Scriptures, Luke was known by the early 

Christian communities as “the beloved physician” (Colossians 4:14).   

 

This is supported by the similarities in the use of words and phrases shared by 

the Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts (see the address to Theophilus in Luke 1:3 

and here in Acts at 1:1 as an example).   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Who was Luke?  
 
Luke the evangelist was a Gentile. The date and circumstances of his conversion 

are unknown. According to his own statement (Luke 1:2) he was not an "eye-

witness and minister of the word from the beginning." It is probable that he was a 

physician in Troas, and was there converted by Paul, to whom he attached himself. 

He accompanied him to Philippi, but did not there share his imprisonment, nor did 

he accompany him further after his release in his missionary journey at this time 

(Acts 17:1) On Paul's third visit to Philippi (Acts 20:5,6) we again meet with Luke, 

who probably had spent all the intervening time in that city, a period of seven or 

eight years. From this time Luke was Paul's constant companion during his journey 

to Jerusalem (Acts 20:6-38, 21:1-18) He again disappears from view during Paul's 

imprisonment at Jerusalem and Caesarea, and only reappears when Paul sets out for 

Rome (Acts 27:1) whither he accompanies him (Acts 28:2,12-16) and where he 

remains with him till the close of his first imprisonment (Philemon 1:24 Colossians 

4:14) The last notice of the "beloved physician" is in (2 Timothy 4:11 ) There are 

many passages in Paul's epistles, as well as in the writings of Luke, which show the 

extent and accuracy of his medical knowledge. (Easton’s Bible Dictionary) 

 
Who was Theophilus? 
 
Theophilus lover of God, a Christian, probably a Roman, to whom 

Luke dedicated both his Gospel (Luke 1:3) and the Acts of the 

Apostles (Acts 1:1). Nothing beyond this is known of him. From the 

fact that Luke applies to him the title "most excellent", the same title 

Paul uses in addressing Felix (Acts 23:26 24:3) and Festus (Acts 

26:25) it has been concluded that Theophilus was a person of rank, 

perhaps a Roman officer.  

(Easton’s Bible Dictionary) 
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Lesson Two: Chapter 1:1-12  

The 40-Day Post-Resurrection Ministry of Jesus 

The ___________ treatise referred to here in verse one is the Gospel of 

___________.  The Gospel was concerned with all that Jesus ___________to do and 

teach.  This signifies that in the mind of Luke Jesus is still doing and teaching!  In verse 

two we read about the day of His ___________ (vs. 9).  Jesus refers to the 

___________ who inspired the commandments that Jesus taught.  Some have read 

that the Holy Spirit was also instrumental in the selection of the Apostles. 

With this in mind the question arises as to the theological implication of the Holy 

Spirit’s work and influence in the life of Christ. The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit will be 

developed further as we progress through the Book of Acts.  The Lord received his 

commandments from both the Father and the Spirit (John 8:26-27 & Luke 4:1).The key 

words in these scriptures indicate the cooperative work of the Father and the Spirit in 

the life of Jesus.  The Father assigns Jesus the Words and the Work and the Spirit 

guides and empowers these Words and Works (John 14:26 tells us about the role of the 

Holy Spirit who “teaches” the believer).  We find the fulfillment of John 14:26 in Acts 1:2. 

 A.  The “commandments” given by Jesus through the Holy Spirit (vs. 2) are 

immediately referred to in verses 3-4. We may also believe that the Lord instructed the 

Apostles concerning the most important commands he taught during his ministry (John 

20:23, 21:15-17 & 22; Lk 24:47-48).  The identity of the Apostles “whom he had chosen” 

must refer to the list of names found in Luke 6:13-16. That list includes the names of 

twelve men, but at the time of the post-Resurrection ministry of Jesus, 

only___________ are left because ___________ has committed suicide (Acts1:18, 

Matthew 27:3-10). 
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For nearly 60 years, the painting "The 

Taking of Christ" had gathered dust on the 

dining-room wall of a Jesuit residence in 

Dublin. Generations of priests had eaten 

supper under the tragic figure of Jesus being 

betrayed to the Roman soldiers by Judas' 

kiss.  

It was only during a cleaning by an art 

conservator nine years ago that the painting 

was discovered to be that rarest of works - a 

masterpiece by the 17th-century Italian artist 

Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio that 

had been believed missing for 200 years.  

News of the discovery of the missing Caravaggio, one of only about 60 known works by the 

Baroque master, took the art world by storm. Cleaned and restored, "The Taking of Christ" now 

hangs on permanent loan in the National Gallery of Ireland.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

     

       Judas Returns the Thirty Pieces of Silver-

   Unknown artist 

 

This is the first publication of the remarkable 

gospel since early Church leaders condemned it as 

heresy, most notably St. Irenaeus, in 180 CE. It 

has been translated from the original Coptic offers 

a whole new way of understanding the message of 

Jesus Christ. In this radical reinterpretation, Jesus 

asks Judas to betray him. In contrast to the New 

Testament Gospels, Judas Iscariot is presented as 

a role model for all those who wish to be disciples 

of Jesus. He is the one apostle who truly 

understands Jesus. This volume is published by 

National Geographic. The emphasis is on 

archeological accuracy. 
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Judas Iscariot to get Vatican makeover -12/01/06  
Interpretations of Judas Iscariot, the disciple who betrayed Jesus with a kiss, are being rethought by 
Vatican scholars.  The proposed “rehabilitation” of the man who was paid 30 pieces of silver to identify 

Jesus to Roman soldiers in the Garden of Gethsemane, comes on the ground that he was not 
deliberately evil, but was just “fulfilling his part in God’s plan” reports the Times newspaper.  
Historically Christians have often blamed Judas for aiding and abetting the Crucifixion, and his name is 
synonymous with treachery.  
 
According to St Luke, Judas was “possessed by Satan”. Now, a campaign led by Monsignor Walter 
Brandmuller, head of the Pontifical Committee for Historical Science, is aimed at persuading believers to 

look kindly at a man reviled for 2,000 years, reports the newspaper.  
Mgr Brandmuller told fellow scholars it was time for a “re-reading” of the Judas story. He is supported 

by Vittorio Messori, a prominent Catholic writer close to both Pope Benedict XVI and the late John Paul 
II. The suggested re-interpretation may be explained by some as a result, at least in part, of the new 
'post-Christendom' context. 
 
Signor Messori said that the rehabilitation of Judas would “resolve the problem of an apparent lack of 

mercy by Jesus toward one of his closest collaborators”.  
He told La Stampa that there was a Christian tradition that held that Judas was forgiven by Jesus and 
ordered to purify himself with “spiritual exercises” in the desert.  
In scholarly circles, it has long been unfashionable to demonize Judas and Catholics in Britain are likely 
to welcome Judas’s rehabilitation.  
Father Allen Morris, Christian Life and Worship secretary for the Catholic Bishops of England and Wales, 

said: “If Christ died for all — is it possible that Judas too was redeemed through the Master he 
betrayed?”  
 
The “rehabilitation” of Judas could help the Pope’s drive to improve Christian-Jewish relations, which he 

has made a priority of his pontificate. Some Bible experts say Judas was “a victim of a theological libel 
which helped to create anti Semitism” by forming an image of him as a “sinister villain” prepared to 
betray for money. In many medieval plays and paintings Judas is portrayed with a hooked nose and 

exaggerated Semitic features. In Dante’s Inferno, Judas is relegated to the lowest pits of Hell, where he 
is devoured by a three-headed demon.  
 
The move to clear Judas’s name coincides with plans to publish the alleged Gospel of Judas for the 
first time in English, German and French. Though not written by Judas, it is said to reflect the belief 
among early Christians — now gaining ground in the Vatican — that in betraying Christ Judas was 
fulfilling a divine mission, which led to the arrest and Crucifixion of Jesus and hence to man’s salvation.  

Mgr Brandmuller said that he expected “no new historical evidence” from the supposed gospel, which 
had been excluded from the canon of accepted Scripture. But it could “serve to reconstruct the events 
and context of Christ’s teachings as they were seen by the early Christians”. This included that Jesus 
had always preached “forgiveness for one’s enemies”.  Some Vatican scholars have expressed concern 

over the reconsideration of Judas. Monsignor Giovanni D’Ercole, a Vatican theologian, said it was 
“dangerous to re-evaluate Judas and muddy the Gospel accounts by reference to apocryphal writings. 

This can only create confusion in believers.” The Gospels tell how Judas later returned the 30 pieces of 
silver — his “blood money” — and hanged himself, or according to the Acts of the Apostles, “fell 
headlong and burst open so that all his entrails burst out”.  
 

http://scripts.affiliatefuture.com/AFClick.asp?affiliateID=11961&merchantID=547&programmeID=1865&mediaID=0&tracking=060112judas&url=http://www.thehighstreetweb.com/vatican+holy+see
http://shop.ekklesia.co.uk/christian-bookshop/church_after_christendom_96604.html
http://scripts.affiliatefuture.com/AFClick.asp?affiliateID=11961&merchantID=547&programmeID=1865&mediaID=0&tracking=060112judas&url=http://www.thehighstreetweb.com/las+stampa+newspaper
http://scripts.affiliatefuture.com/AFClick.asp?affiliateID=11961&merchantID=547&programmeID=1865&mediaID=0&tracking=060112judas&url=http://www.thehighstreetweb.com/catholic+bishops+england+wales


Dr. Johnston’s Scripture Search in the BOOK OF ACTS                                                   11 
 

 

B.  The ___________ days mentioned here is the only indicator that such a 

ministry occurred.  However, the “infallible proofs” 1 (vs 3) used to establish the truth of 

his Resurrection are read throughout the closing portions of each of the Gospels.  

These proofs included the eyewitness accounts of his being alive, demonstrated by 

eating and drinking with the Apostles and allowing them to touch Him.  During this same 

period of 40 days Jesus spoke of things pertaining to the __________ of God (vs 3).  

We should note that the number “40” represented a period of time that is often symbolic 

(Ex 24:18 records the time Moses spent receiving the Commandments of God-compare 

this with the time the disciples spend receiving the commandments of Jesus). 

 C.  In verse 4 we read that the Apostles were assembled together with the Lord. 

This word is translated in the Latin texts as “eating together” and support for this 

translation is given in reference to Mark 16;14, Luke 24:30, 41-42 etc.  The Greek word 

simply means “to be grouped” and we may surmise that this is what is intended here.  

We now hear from the lips of our Master the command He instructs the disciples with, 

that being to “wait in Jerusalem for the ___________ of the Father...”  

This PROMISE is explained in some detail in verse 5.  The ___________ of the 

Holy Spirit is compared with the Baptism of John (John 1:33).  The Baptism of the Holy 

Spirit is different than the experience of Salvation.  In John 20:21-22 we read of the Lord 

breathing upon the disciples and commanding them to “receive the Holy Spirit.”  This 

                                                 
1 By many proofs (en polloij tekmhrioij). Literally, "in many proofs." Tekmhrion is 

 only here in the N.T., though an old and common word in ancient Greek and occurring in 

 the Koine (papyri, etc.). The verb tekmairw, to prove by sure signs, is from tekmar, a sign. 

 Luke does not hesitate to apply the definite word "proofs" to the evidence for the 

 Resurrection of Christ after full investigation on the part of this scientific historian. 

 Aristotle makes a distinction between tekmhrion (proof) and shmeion (sign) as does Galen  

the medical writer. (WP-Robertson) 
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action of the Resurrected Christ parallels the creative act of God in the creation of 

humanity, recorded in Genesis 2:7.  The destruction and death of humanity (through the 

Fall-Genesis, chapter 3) is now reversed by the “second birth” that Jesus spoke of in 

John, chapter 3.  The “new Creation” began with the Resurrected Christ, the Last Adam, 

recreating the “new humanity” through the Spirit of God.  The Apostles have been “born 

again” in John 20:21-22 and now await the Baptism of the Holy Spirit who will come 

upon them and endow them with authority and power.  This is the Baptism “promised by 

the Father.”  In this respect, we witness the Triune God fully engaged in the work of 

redemption.  This “baptism” will occur shortly in ___________.  This is the selected city 

for the Birth of the Church.  As Jesus Himself was born and died outside of the Holy 

City, it seems wonderful that the Bride of Christ, the church, would be “born” in 

Jerusalem. 

Gates of Jerusalem 

There are eight gates in the old city walls today.  

 

1. The Damascus Gate - This gate is the most ornate, and considered the most beautiful. It was built by 

Suleiman the Great in 1537. The road to Damascus used to start here. 

2. The New Gate - Is the only gate not built by Suleiman. It was opened in 1887 to give passage to the 

Christian Quarter.  

3. The Jaffe Gate - This was the starting point of the road to Jaffe.  

4. The Zion Gate - Connects the Armenian Quarter with Mount Zion. It has also been called the "Jewish 

Quarter Gate" because of its proximity to the Jewish Quarter.  

5. The Dung Gate - Is the nearest gate to the Western Wall. It is low and narrow, and much of the city’s 

refuse is taken to the Kidron Valley by an ancient sewer which runs beneath this gate.  

6. The Golden Gate - On the east side of the Temple Mount. The Gate was sealed many years ago by the 

Turks. This is the gate that the Messiah will enter into Jerusalem in the future.  

7. The Lions Gate - Is named after a pair of lions who guard it. It is also known as Saint Stephen’s Gate, 

according to tradition he was martyred nearby.  

8. Herod’s Gate - Is named for a mistaken identification of a church nearby as the home of Herod 

Antipas. Decorated with a rose-like design, it is called in Hebrew "The Gate of Flowers". It was closed 

until 1875. 
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Creation of the Heavens and the Earth-
Gen 1:1-3 (the First Day)  
 
 
 
 
 
Creation of Adam and Eve-Gen 2:7 
Adam from the “dust of the ground”; 
Eve from the “side of Adam” -Gen 2:22 
(Sixth Day)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God rested on the Seventh Day the 
Sabbath-Gen 2:2  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Passion and Crucifixion of Jesus-
the sixth day -Good Friday—“It is 
finished!” followed by the Resurrection 
and subsequent “recreation” of Fallen 
man into a New Creation – John 20:21, 
II Corinthians 5:17, Galatians 6:15, 
Ephesians 4:24, etc. (note that there is 
significance in the piercing of Jesus 
side-the witness of water and blood 
signifying his death and the promised 
life of the Church, the Bride of Christ) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Entombment of God the Son-The 
Seventh day of the Week-He was at 
rest in the Tomb-fulfilling the LAW 
even in His death. 
The Eternal Sabbath-Eternal 
Fellowship and Rest in the Presence of 
God in the New Jerusalem-Hebrews 
4:5-11, Revelation 14:13, 21: 2-5 -The 
Everlasting day 

 

 

 

 

A Chart Comparing the Old and the New Through the Week 

Of Creation and Redemption 

The Resurrection occurred on the First Day of the week)-
God’s first act in the New Creation was to create a New 
man -John 20:22-the final act will be to create the New 
Heavens and the New Earth-II Peter 3:13, Revelation 
21:1 (the Final Day) 
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D. The Apostles are concerned with the restoration and glory of God’s Kingdom 

(vs. 6) and they desire to know the ___________ when this will occur.  The Kingdom is 

understood by the Apostles to be Israel in glory.  This thinking reflects on the “Golden 

Age” of Israel when she ruled the known world under King David (ca. 1000 BC).  The 

Old Testament includes prophecies pointing to a future time when Israel will rule the 

world again, and in the Book of Revelation we read of the eventual fulfillment of those 

prophecies (Revelation 20:4-cf. Isaiah 60-66 and Psalm 2). That the Apostles are 

thinking in this manner demonstrates their continued misunderstanding regarding the 

purpose of God, especially as it would manifest through the Church.  The Lord Jesus 

answers these men by telling them that the knowledge of the “times and seasons” is in 

the peculiar providence of the Father.  The distinction made between the earthly rule of 

a restored Israel and the heavenly rule of the Church begins at this point.  Jesus 

explains to the disciples that the time of earthly rule is something the Father will bring to 

pass.  The rule of the Church will begin shortly in Jerusalem and this rule will spread 

throughout the entire world (1:8).  This will be accomplished through the 

___________which is given by the Holy Spirit and is manifested by the witness of the 

Apostles.   

E.  The theme of Acts is found in the eighth verse.  That the disciples would be 

witnesses in the power of the Holy Spirit regarding the Person and Work of Jesus Christ 

is now a historical fact that cannot be disputed.  At the time this command was given by 

Jesus, these men still considered themselves as insignificant concerning the overall 

plan of God.  That they should witness to Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the “uttermost 
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parts of the earth” was inconceivable.  Yet, it is a fascinating point of history that this is 

exactly what transpired, and the Book of Acts is neatly written to promote the historic 

flow and outworking of this command as it began in Jerusalem and followed the path of 

witness to Judea, Samaria and the rest of the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


