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Lesson Four: Chapter 2:1-13 
 

1.  The Birth of the Church (2:1-4) 
 
 A.  The Day of Pentecost came and the brethren were all with ___________ 

accord in ___________ place (vs.1).  The celebration of the Passover occurred 50 days 

after the celebration of the Passover.  The Old Testament gives us a description of the 

Pentecostal season which consisted of seven weeks.  At the outset of the season, the 

first day following the Passover (Leviticus 23:5) the Feast of Unleavened Bread was 

celebrated.  This was also called the Feast of First Fruits and was marked with a sheaf 

of grain (usually barley wheat) being waved before the Lord (Leviticus 23:11).  These 

three events, the Passover, the Feast of First Fruits (also called the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread) and the Feast of Pentecost signified the Redemption and Provision 

of God to Israel.  Fifty days after the Feast of First Fruits where the sheaf of grain was 

waved before the Lord, the celebration of the Feast of Weeks occurred. It was called the 

Feast of Weeks because seven weeks had elapsed since the Feast of First Fruits, and 

this Feast represented the end of the full harvest.  Two loaves of barley bread were 

placed before the Lord on the fiftieth day, the Day of Pentecost.  This signified the 

faithful provision of God to the faithful of Israel.  The parallel between these feasts and 

the sacred plan of Redemption should be noted.   

B. The Passover was the provision of God towards humanity for the forgiveness 

of sins (Jesus is called our Passover Lamb, having been crucified on Passover as the 

sacrificial Lamb of God “who taketh away the sins of the world” (cf. I Corinthians 5:7, I 

Peter 1:19 & John 1:29).  In fulfillment of the Sabbath Law, Jesus “rested” in the Tomb 

on the seventh day of the week (again, fulfilling every detail of the Law-even in his 

death) and was Resurrected on the first day of the week (our Sunday) which 
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simultaneously (and historically) occurred on the day of First Fruits.  Jesus Resurrection 

was the “First Fruit” of the harvest of life (I Corinthians 15:20-23).  The promise of the 

Lord to raise all believers from death will correspond to the end of that final harvest 

understood in Scripture and referred to as the great hope of the Church (I 

Thessalonians 4:17-18).  Pentecost is the celebration of God’s Presence in the 

multitude of believers, a type of the larger harvest of life from death. 

C. In relationship to these feasts we understand the sheaf that was waved before 

the Lord to be a type of Resurrected Christ, and the loaves of bread to be a type of the 

redeemed Church!  That the grain is the raw and unprocessed fruit of the earth and the 

loaves of bread are the processed and finished product from that grain signifies the 

work of God in the lives of believers and the corporate reality of the Church.  The 

Church is the finished product of God through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.  It is also 

of interest to us to refer to those occasional words of Jesus when he taught about faith 

in terms of “sowing and reaping” (Mark 4:1-20) as well 

as the Body of Christ symbolized through the loaf that is 

broken in our remembrance of Him.   

D. The fiftieth day after the Passover was called  

___________. Pentecost ushers into our world  

a new dispensation (or age) regarding the work  

of God in the redemption of humanity.   

El Greco-The Pentecost-1596-1600 
Oil on canvas, 275 x 127 cm 
Museo del Prado, Madrid 
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An older model for understanding the ages or “dispensations” of God’s work in 

redemption followed certain key points in the history of humanity.  C.I. Scofield, known 

for his famous study Bible, pointed to seven dispensations, or periods of time, that 

uniquely reflect God’s work to redeem mankind in an ongoing process of revelation.  

These include: 

 

             

             

             

             

             

             

  

Dr. Scofield recognized these dispensations as definitive of the redemption work 

of God through human history.  He went further to suggest that each dispensation 

represented a symbolic day of the redemptive week, the first day being that of 

Innocence and the last day being the eternal Sabbath and rest promised in the Kingdom 

of God. As we examine the chart above, we note that the first five dispensations might 

fall into the Old Testament understanding of the covenant of Law, whereas the last two 

dispensations fall into our New Testament understanding of the covenant of Grace.  It is 

important to note that others have seen fewer or more dispensations based on a 

personal study of Scripture.  Additionally, dispensational theology is different than 

covenant theology and both systems are often opposed in their exegetical reading of 

C.I. Scofield’s Dispensational Scheme 
 

The Dispensation of Innocence (Gen 1:28) 
The Dispensation of Conscience (Gen 3:7) 

The Dispensation of Human Government (Gen 8:15) 
The Dispensation of Promise (Gen 12:1) 
The Dispensation of Law (Exodus 19:1) 

The Dispensation of the Church (Acts 2:1) 
The Dispensation of the Kingdom (Rev 20:4) 
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Scripture.1  Suffice it here to say that Holy Scripture indicates a progressive work of God 

in the affairs of humanity that is often earmarked by sudden revelations regarding his 

purposes in redemption.  These revelations have culminated in the Person and Work of 

Jesus Christ, and the Lord’s work is still ongoing through his Church!   

 

 

 

 

 

                   Pentecost-Istvan Dorffmaister-1782 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1
 There are many who reject the dispensational interpretation of the Bible altogether, and prefer to look at 

the “Covenants” God established with people throughout human history.  These Covenants are often grouped under 

Law and Grace in relationship with the Old and New Testament revelations of God’s redemptive work in Jesus 

Christ. Some of the Covenants we might study include the Covenant of God with Adam (Genesis 2:16-17), with 

Noah (Genesis 9:1-17), with Abraham (Genesis 15:18), with Jacob (Genesis 28:13-22), with Moses and Israel 

(Exodus 19:5), the Covenant of God with David (Psalm 89:3) and the New Covenant found through the work of 

Jesus Christ (Matthew 26:28, Mark 14:24, Luke 22:20, I Corinthians 11:25).  We are told in Hebrews 9:11-23 that 

the New Covenant was ratified through the “blood” of Jesus.  We remember our Lord’s Covenant when we partake 

in Communion, also called the “Lord’s Supper” (I Corinthians 11:25).  The Christian partakes in this everlasting 

Covenant (Hebrews 13:20) because of the eternal significance of Jesus Death, Burial and Resurrection in the life of 

the child of God. We can also discover other covenants in Scripture such as the Salt Covenant (Numbers 18:19, II 

Chronicles 13:5) which signified purity in service and commitment before the Lord. Another Covenant may be 

studied in Genesis 3, especially Genesis 3:15 (also called the Protoevangelium-First Gospel) which points to the 

coming Messiah. The biblical covenant has three distinctions; a) God sets the conditions, b) man can accept or reject 

the conditions and c) if man accepts, then both God and man are bound by the conditions of the covenant 
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Charts drawn by Clarence Larkin for his book; “Dispensational 

Truth” published in 1918. Such charts reflect the fascination 

many people have regarding prophecy and the end times.  
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Larkin illustrated his understanding of Dispensationalism with 

many such charts. Sensational books such as Hal Lindsey’s The 

Late Great Planet Earth and the “Left Behind” series follow 

this line of thinking regarding the end of the world.  
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There is some similarity between the work of God in Christ and the work of God 

in the Church as represented in the ministry of the Holy Spirit.  Note the parallels below: 

 

 

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. The Dispensation of the Holy Spirit (2:1-4 continued) 
 

A. The parallels between Jesus Christ and the Church (His Body) provide an 

interesting study for us today. The birth of the Church at Pentecost establishes the 

Parallels of the Holy Spirit 
 In the 

 Life of Christ and the Life of the Church 
 

The Birth of Jesus Christ via the divine agency of the Holy Spirit 
The Birth of the Church via the divine agency of the Holy Spirit 

 
The early ministry of Christ evidenced with signs, wonders and miracles 

The early ministry of the Church evidenced with signs, wonders and miracles 
 

The Crucifixion, Death and Burial of Jesus Christ 
The Persecution of the Church and the martyrdom of the saints 

 
The Resurrection of Christ from death 

The Reformation of the Church from the “Dark Ages” and a rediscovery of 
the Word of God (a type of Resurrection) 

 
The Ascension of Christ into Heaven 

The Rapture of the Church into Heaven 
 

The Session of Christ at the Right Hand of God the Father Almighty 
The Session of the Church in the eternal Kingdom 

 
The Eternal Sabbath of both God and the Church 
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Divine Plan of God in the lives of those who have placed their trust in Jesus as Lord and 

Savior.  Some have called this the Dispensation of the Holy Spirit! 

 B.  The sudden wind that filled the house with its sound was caused by the 

___________ (Cf. John 3:8).  The “wind came from ___________” and this directs our 

attention to the dimension of the Spirit which borders our physical world. 

 C.  What appeared to be “cloven tongues of ___________” sat upon each 

believer (Cf. Mark 16:17, Acts 10:46, 19:6 & I Corinthians 13-14).  The appearance or 

association of both God the Father and God the Son with “flames of fire” is supported in 

Hebrews 12:29 and Revelation 2:18, 19:12 (cf. Exodus 3:2).   

 D. “And they were ___________ filled with the ___________ (vs. 4).  This means 

that every believer (including the women) present in that upper room was filled with the 

Holy Spirit!  These believers spoke with ___________ tongues as the ___________ 

gave them utterance. “Tongues” in the Church today is an important issue.  At least 

three different meanings can be given to our present day understanding of “tongues.”  

The first is that “tongues” refers to speaking in other legitimate languages used 

somewhere in the world and not studied or learned by the one doing the speaking.  This 

is done to communicate the “glory” of God in Christ Jesus.  This is what clearly 

happened to the disciples at Pentecost (Acts 2:7).  A second understanding of “tongues” 

is the notion of “speaking in a “spiritual language” which is caused by the Holy Spirit and 

is not a world language.  This is supported by I Corinthians 14:23-40.  Such speaking 

requires an interpretation and must follow the guidelines of order necessary for 

edification in fellowship (I Corinthians 14:26-28).  A final use of “tongues” is the private 

praise language referred to in I Corinthians 13:1 as the “tongues of angels.”  This is the 
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language of faith uttered towards God in an attitude of praise and adoration.  It is not 

normally used publicly because of a lack of interpretation which is necessary if others 

are to understand what has been uttered (otherwise there is the possibility of confusion 

and unbelievers will think that such speaking indicates insanity produced through 

overwrought enthusiasm). 

3. The Gathering (2:5-13) 

 A.  Just as a gathering of persons occurred at the Birth of the Savior (Luke 2:8-

20) there is a gathering for the Birth of the Church.  The tremendous disturbance 

created by the sound of the rushing wind, the visible flames of fire and the proclamation 

of the Good News of Go in multiple languages aroused the interest o the pilgrims who 

had ventured to Israel to celebrate the festival of Pentecost.  Persons from many 

nations had come to worship God.  These pious Jews represented “___________ 

nation” under heaven (vs. 5).  The importance of this statement cannot be 

overemphasized.  These were “___________ men” who loved the Lord.  We note the 

historic account of ancient Babel (Genesis 11:1-9) and read that at one time in the 

history of humanity, only one language existed in the world through which people 

communicated.  The story of Babel illustrates the confusion and rebellion of humanity as 

these early descendants of Noah disbelieved God’s promise never to destroy the earth 

by water again.  They agreed to build a tower that would reach into heaven itself (this 

also replicates the sin of Satan and our first parents who exalted themselves 

heavenward as “god”-cf. Genesis 3:5 and Isaiah 14:12-14).  The sin of the creature is 

based in a disbelief of and in the Creator, and pretends to b God.  The idea that 

humanity could corporately “reach into heaven” is an idea that smacks of pride and 
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dismisses the place of God as the One Who is worshipped as God.  In Babel, the dual 

sin of disbelieving God’s promise to Noah to never destroy the world again through 

flood waters and simultaneously building a tower to “reach into heaven” was disrupted 

by Divine judgment.  We read in the Genesis account that God confused the one 

language of the earth into many languages and scattered the people of Babel 

throughout the earth. It is at Pentecost that we see an exact reversal of this Divine 

judgment.  Here we realize God’s eternal love and mercy as he gathers people from 

“every nation under heaven” and communicates his Gospel of Salvation in the one 

language of the Holy Spirit!  The attitudes of the believers at Pentecost were completely 

opposite that of the people in Babel.  Praise replaced pride and obedience to the 

command of Jesus demonstrated faith in the promise of the Father (Acts 1:4). 

 B.  The people who gather to listen to the Apostles are amazed when they realize 

that these believers who are speaking in their native languages about the glorious 

works of Go in Jesus Christ are simple, uneducated fishermen from Galilee.  The 

___________ words of God are proclaimed (vs. 11) and the people greatly wonder at 

the miracle they are experiencing.  It is typical that there would be some present who 

would never believe and they turn and ___________ God by accusing the disciples of 

being drunk (vs. 13).  We might remember the words of the Apostle Paul who 

commanded believers to be “filled with the Spirit and not drunk with wine” (Ephesians 

5:18).  It is a heavenly irony that the Spirit-filled life is always exhilarating and never 

understood by a world intoxicated through godless unbelief. 

 


