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The First Christian Community (2:41-47) 
 
 A.  They that gladly ___________ and ___________ were ___________ (vs. 

41).  The reception of the Word was the prerequisite for Baptism (believer’s baptism).  

No formula is given here as to how the baptism was administered, but we can look to 

other passages to better understand what was done. (cf. Mt 28:19).  The word for 

“baptism” in the Greek language (Greek is the language of the New Testament 

manuscripts) means simply “to dip.”  This conveys the idea of a full emersion into the 

water by the believer.  Indeed, the believer who was baptized was identifying with the 

___________, burial and resurrection of Christ.  This occurred as the believer stood 

above the water (dry) signifying life in this present world, then entered the water 

completely to signify death and burial, and then emerged from beneath the water to 

signify the resurrection of the body from the grave.  This was a ___________ act of faith 

and confession to the world at large.  Persons witnessing the baptism of believers would 

become interested and inquire about baptisms symbolism and meaning.  The witness to 

the truth of Jesus Christ was given and would result in the salvation of others.  Often, 

the ancient Church would gather around a public lake or pond (even sometimes using 

the ocean) and sing hymns as the baptism ceremony commenced. This would draw the 

attention of passersby who would inevitably hear the Gospel witness.  The great Apostle 

Paul wrote of baptism as being:  

Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of 

God, who hath raised him from the dead.  (Colossians 2:12) 

and 

Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the 

dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  (Romans 6:4) 
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 B. Water baptism signifies our departure from this old world’s way of life and our 

entrance into a new way of living.  Our way of life is now a life of “faith” as demonstrated 

through the baptism ceremony.  We completely identify with our Risen Savior as 

followers of Jesus Christ. 

There are other “baptisms” to include the Baptism of the Holy Spirit and the Baptism of 

Fire.  Luke tells us that John the Baptist prophesied such during his earthly ministry: 

John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier than I cometh, 

the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and 

with fire: ( Luke 3:16, cf. Mt 3:11 and Mk 1:8 etc). 

The book of Hebrews also speaks of the doctrine of baptisms: 

Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and 

of eternal judgment (Hebrews 6:2). 

C. There is also a mention of the “baptism for the dead” and this has caused no small 

debate regarding the true intent of such a baptism.1 The “Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 

Saints” (Mormons) appeals to this passage in order to support their doctrine of vicarious 

baptism, i.e., the baptism of a living person, with the benefits of the rite (i.e., remission of sins) 

being transferred to another person—already deceased. According to B.H. Roberts, the major 

                                                 
1Baptism for the dead only mentioned in (1Co 15:29) This expression as used by the apostle may be 

equivalent to saying, "He who goes through a baptism of blood in order to join a glorified church which 

has no existence [i.e., if the dead rise not] is a fool." Some also regard the statement here as an allusion to 

the strange practice which began, it is said, to prevail at Corinth, in which a person was baptized in the 

stead of others who had died before being baptized, to whom it was hoped some of the benefits of that rite 

would be extended. This they think may have been one of the erroneous customs which Paul went to 

Corinth to "set in order." Easton’s Bible Dictionary 
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historian of the Mormon Church, Joseph Smith, Jr., founder of the LDS movement, wrote: 

“A man may act as proxy for his own relatives . . . we may be baptized for those whom 

we have much friendship for . . .”  In 1959, Stephen L. Richards, First Counselor in the 

First Presidency of the Salt Lake Church wrote: “All men are equal before the law and 

all are to have the opportunity, even the dead, to accept the Gospel and receive the 

promised blessings, but all must know and understand, and the dead who have gone on 

into the spirit world without knowledge of the Gospel are to be hereafter given an 

election to embrace it through vicarious works done for them by their descendants and 

other friends in the brotherhood of the Church. This work is done within the Temples 

provided for that purpose.” About Mormonism, Salt Lake City: Desert News Press, 1959. 

The problem with this interpretation is that it invalidates the teachings of 

Scripture. Consider the following Scripture truths; 

And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment- Hebrews 9:27 

 

Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, by grace ye are saved- 

Ephesians 2:5 

 

Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the 

washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost- Titus 3:5 

 

Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we 

have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works 

of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified- Galatians 2:16 
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The doctrine held by the Mormons regarding the baptism for the dead nullifies 

the doctrine of grace and the atoning work of Christ.2 To hold to the belief that we can 

be vicariously baptized for the dead in order to secure their salvation (and release the 

unsaved and departed souls from Hell) strips away the doctrine of grace and replaces it 

with a works mentality directly attributed to the efforts of man. In other words, such a 

belief directly contradicts the plan of salvation as stated in the Bible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 

2
 Perhaps the single most practiced ritual in the LDS temples is that of baptizing the dead by proxy. Those who have 

died as non-members of the LDS church are baptized vicariously by LDS members who are living. According to 

Mormonism, this gives the dead a chance for salvation and accept the Mormon gospel after death (Doctrine and 

Covenants 128:12-18; 138:32-33). Other than the fact that the Bible does not teach Christians to baptize the dead, 

we also understand that the ancient Jews did not practice this ritual in their temple. No work for the dead was ever 

done in the Jewish temple. To do so would have made Israel like the heathen nations that offered up sacrifices for, 

and consulted with the dead (Deuteronomy 18:9-11; 1 Samuel 28:7-8).   The LDS Church teaches that after Christ’s 

apostles died, the earth was without either the true church or gospel for about 1700 years.  That apostasy ended on 

April 6, 1830, when Joseph Smith restored the gospel and the true church: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 

Saints.  Many died during and after that "apostasy" without hearing or accepting the LDS gospel.  The LDS Church 

now offers them salvation for the dead which LDS Apostle Mark E. Peterson claims is "a Biblical and a Christian 

doctrine" (Why Mormons build Temples, p. 7).  LDS believe that their President and Apostles are revelators for the 

Church (Mormon Doctrine, 651).  Many of their leaders use I Peter 3:18-20 in support of this heretical doctrine. 
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   1983 Photo of the Salt Lake Temple Baptismal Font (The Salt Lake Temple) 

 

D. We might speculate on the “baptism” Jesus refers to in Matthew 20:22-23 

when he responded to the request of James and John to be seated with Jesus in Glory: 

But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall 

drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able. 

And he saith unto them, Ye shall drink indeed of my cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am 

baptized with: but to sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, but it shall be given to 

them for whom it is prepared of my Father. 

Luke 12:50 speaks of this baptism as something extremely difficult to do (vs. 50): 

But I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how am I straitened till it be accomplished! 

This baptismal font 

is to be found in the 

'Eglise Saint 

Bartélemy' (Saint 

Bartholomew) of 

Liège. It was made 

by Renier, goldsmith 

of the city of Huy during the first half of the 12th century. Five 

different baptismal scenes decorate the recipient:  1. The baptism of Christ 

2. The preaching of Saint John the Baptist 3. The baptism of the Neophytes 4. The baptism of Cornelius 

(a Roman Centurion) 5. The baptism of Crato (the Greek philosopher) 

E. Baptism in the Old Testament was a ceremonial cleansing from sin and was 

required of all pious Jews who desired to walk with the Lord.  ___________ Baptism is 

a culmination of this doctrine of “works” and is superseded by the permanent cleansing 
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of the Holy Spirit through the “baptism” of the believer in the blood of Christ.  Through 

faith in Jesus Christ, the believer is “washed” from sin and presented clean in the 

righteousness of God the Son! 

And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the 

Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.-I Cor 6:11 

And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the 

kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood-Rev 1:5 

 

EL GRECO, otherwise Domenikos Theotocopoulos, is the 
most famous artist Crete has ever produced. The oil painting, 
entitled Baptism of Christ, was found in a brown envelope in 
Spain l(October 2004) and is estimated to be worth 
somewhere between £400,000 and £600,000. The only 
painting by the 16th century artist currently on Cretan soil is 
View of Mount Sinai and the Monastery, a 1570 work in oil 
and tempera on wood, owned by the Historical Museum of 
Crete.  
       

The Baptism of Christ – El Greco- 1567-70 

(23.7cm by 18cm) 

 

F.  About ___________ souls were saved as a result of the Sermon of Peter on 

Pentecost!  These persons immediately identified themselves with the 120 disciples 

(1:15) and committed themselves to the community of faith.  The Church continued 

___________ in the Apostle’s ___________.  The doctrine of the Apostles was the 

doctrine of Christ Jesus.  We find the FULL record of these teachings in the Four 

Gospels.   

G. We are also told that the Church ___________.  The idea of fellowship in the 

early Church was one of complete unity and commitment to one another in Christ.  The 

notion of the “Sunday Meeting” is a long way removed from this blueprint for the Church 
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(vs. 46).  The brethren also continued in the “breaking of ___________.”  This indicates 

two things, the Communion Supper and the actual fellowship meal or “common meal” 

shared by the community of saints.  The significance of this phrase can be studied at 

length (Jn 21:13, Lk 24:30-32 etc).  We also read that these brethren continued in 

___________.   

H. The full range of their internal fellowship consisted of the teachings of Jesus, 

committed fellowship with one another, sharing communion and a common meal and 

prayer.  These simple practices brought a profound revolution into the world of Palestine 

as the Church grew in power and the witness of Jesus Christ spread throughout 

Jerusalem and Judea! 

 I.  Verse 43 tells us about the external results of this community fellowship.  

Tremendous miracles were done and reverence was given by all to the work of God 

through the Apostles.  This served to solidify the early Church in their daily lives.  They 

were ___________ and had all things ___________ (vs.44).  This verse must be 

interpreted by verses 45 and 46.  In these verses we read that the needs (not the 

wants!) of persons were met by the early Church.  This model of ministry reached all of 

Jerusalem (vs. 47).  We also read that the sale o personal properties and items was 

balanced with the needs of the community.  Persons owned their own homes (as is 

indicated in their fellowship from “house to house”) and they were committed to 

providing in accordance with their abilities to give.  If a man had an extra plot of land he 

did not need or use, or an extra home or possession, he sold it and donated the money 

to the Church, which in turn used the money to provide for those in need (cf. 4:36-37). 
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 J.  These brethren continued ___________ in __________ accord (vs. 46).  They 

used the ___________ for times of worship and were committed to one another in 

Christ with gladness.  They ___________ God and had ___________ with all the 

people in Jerusalem.  Chapter two ends with the marvelous statement, “And the 

___________ added to the Church daily such as should be ___________.”  God works 

through such commitment and manifests his presence in love, faith and hope as 

demonstrated in this first fellowship of believers! 

 
            Old Time Baptism-David Gunter         
             
             
             
             
             
             
             

             
             

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

             
             
             
              

 

 

 


